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Office News
Can you believe that 2015 is almost over with? This has been a great year for all
of us here at Taylor-Thomason Insurance and A.L. Long and we cannot wait to
see what 2016 holds for us.
In July, Jessica Huff joined our team at the A.E. Long office in
Puyallup. Jessica has been licensed in Property & Casualty
lines since 2012. She has been attending Tacoma Community College with plans to pursue a career in Alternative Medicine at Bastyr University. In her free time, Jessica loves to
cook plant-based goods, watch documentaries, exercise
outdoors and going to concerts. She is also involved with
many environmental and animal welfare organization such
as Mercy for Animals, PETA Center for Food Safety and
5 Gyres.

Client Spotlight—Westwynd Motel-Apartments
Westwynd Motel-Apartments located at 6703 144th St NW, Gig Harbor, WA
(actually in Purdy, just north of Gig Harbor proper) has been owned since 1985
by Ed Taylor, who recently turned management over to his oldest son, Dick Taylor.
They are active in their Community with membership in the Gig Harbor Chamber of Commerce; Kitsap Peninsula Visitor and Convention Bureau; Key Peninsula Business Association and Key Peninsula Civic Center Association.
Westwynd works in cooperation with some local non-profit agencies to assist
displaced families with reduced rates, or in the event of a Fire families are gifted
3 days lodging.
With their Pet friendly policy, participants in local Dog Shows often stay at Westwynd and are provided with a special "goodie bag" consisting of extra towels
and even treats for their 4 legged friends. Construction crews working in the
area have been known to stay at Westwynd and always report a positive experience.
In addition to single motel rooms there are 16 full kitchen units (6 = 2 bedroom
and 10 = 1 bedroom) that are fully furnished including kitchen utensils available
for single night, weekly or even monthly for those folks seeking such facilities.
(Often folks who have sold one home and wait to occupy the next.)
To sum it up, Westwynd Motel-Apartments is a clean, well maintained family
friendly, reasonably priced destination for anyone seeking lodging in the area.
Landscaping maintenance is contracted to a very special group of people: Harbor Mobile Crew.
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Local Events
 Tacoma Zoo Lights
Nov. 27, 2015 thru Jan. 3, 2016
Pt. Defiance Zoo

 Scrooge
Dec. 9 2015 thru Dec. 18, 2015
Champions Centre
championscentre.org

 The Nutcracker & The Tale of The
Hard Nut
Dec. 12-13 2015 3pm
Dec. 19-20 2015 3pm
Broadway Center

 Singing Christmas Tree
Dec. 5 2015 thru Dec. 12 2015
See website for more details
ww.singingtreetacoma.com

 North Pole at the Fair
Nov. 14 2015 thru Dec. 24 2015
Puyallup, WA

Community Involvement
We know that this time of year is filled with opportunities to give back to the
community. We wanted to share just one of the ways our office is giving back.
Our accountant, Karen Scott is involved with The Christmas Giving Tree
through Our Savior Lutheran Church. They provide an entire Christmas dinner
and two gifts per family member. The smiles on their faces make Karen’s holiday season much more positive.
Please email us and share your favorite way to give back to
the community.
office@ttib.net

Winter Driving Safety Tips
Falling snow can be picturesque, but it can also wreak havoc on the roads. While no one enjoys driving in snowy or slippery conditions, there are steps you can take to help improve your
safety with these winter driving tips.
Here are some guidelines that can help you stay safe when driving in adverse winter conditions
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Make sure your car is prepared for cold temperatures and wintery conditions like snow
and ice. Keep your equipment properly maintained and include a winter survival kit in
your vehicle: an ice scraper, snow shovel and sand/salt.
Clear snow and ice off your car – including windows, mirrors, lights, reflectors, hood, roof
and trunk.
Drive with your headlights on, and be sure to keep them clean to improve visibility.
Use caution when snow banks limit your view of oncoming traffic.
Avoid using cruise control in snowy or icy conditions. In adverse conditions, you want as
much control of your car as possible.
Know how to brake on slippery surfaces. Vehicles with anti-lock brakes operate much
differently from those that do not have anti-lock brakes. You should consult your vehicle's
owner's manual for instructions on how to brake properly if your vehicle should start to
skid.
Maintain at least a half tank of gas during the winter season. This helps ensure you have
a source of heat if you are stuck or stranded.
If you do venture out or are unexpectedly caught in a snowstorm and encounter problems, stay in your car and wait for help. You can run the car heater to stay warm for 10
minutes every hour, but make sure your exhaust pipe is clear of snow. There is a danger
of carbon monoxide poisoning if snow blocks the pipe and enables the deadly gas to
build up in your car. Open your window slightly to help prevent the buildup.
Keep your windshield washer reservoir full, and make sure your car has wiper blades
that are in good condition.
Remember that speed limits are meant for dry roads, not roads covered in snow and ice.
You should reduce your speed and increase your following distance as road conditions
and visibility worsen.
Be cautious on bridges and overpasses as they are commonly the first areas to become
icy.
Avoid passing snow plows and sand trucks. The drivers can have limited visibility, and
the road in front of them could be worse than the road behind.
Monitor road and weather conditions by checking local news stations or Internet traffic
and weather sites.
If you must travel during a snowstorm or in blizzard conditions, be sure to let a relative,
friend or coworker know where you are headed and your expected arrival time. Avoid the
temptation to check or be on your phone while driving as all of your attention should be
on arriving safely.
Content provided by Travelers

The Christmas Tree Conundrum: Real or Fake?
Live or artificial? Do you cut your own tree at Double Four Tree Farm, or do you prefer the
convenience of a tree bought at Sears?

Insurance Humor

Both live and artificial trees have their advantages and disadvantages, and we here at TaylorThomason Insurance certainly aren’t going to try to convince you that one is “right.” But in the
spirit of giving, we thought we’d provide some information to help you make the best decision
for you and your family.

Applying For Life Insurance ~ The applicant for life insurance was finding it difficult to fill out the application. The salesman asked what the trouble was, and the
man said that he couldn't answer the
question about the cause of death of his
father.

Artificial trees
According to the NCCC, artificial trees pose fewer safety concerns than live trees. However,
even fake trees can catch fire when sockets are overloaded. Always follow instructions, and
place your tree in an open area where a fire won’t quickly spread to items in close proximity.
The benefits of artificial trees are well-known. They’re convenient and often less messy than
real trees. You can re-use them year after year, saving money and the environment. It is also
easy to adjust the “branches” to your liking.

The salesman wanted to know why. After
some embarrassment, the client explained that his father had been hanged.
The salesman pondered for a moment.
"Just write: 'Father was taking part in a
public function when the platform gave
way,'" the salesman said.

Live trees
OK, so you want the real deal. That’s great! But you’re going to have to take a little more care
than you would with an artificial tree. When you get it home, cut off the bottom two inches of
its trunk, and fill the tree stand with water regularly. Do not overload it with lights and decorations. Remember the longer you keep your tree up, the drier— and the more dangerous – it
will become.
If you’re a fan of real trees, you probably don’t need us to tell you the benefits. Just take in
that smell and enjoy the season!
No matter what tree you choose, the important thing is to keep safety in mind as well. If you
do that, your holiday enjoyment will be real, even if your tree isn’t!
Content provided by Safeco Insurance
For a list of local Christmas Tree Farms, check out www.pscta.org.

Tips for Filing an Insurance Claim for a Fallen Tree


Take photos: Photos taken from many angles and vantage points help to
establish the extent and cause of the damage. Be careful not to go near
fallen trees that are entangled in power lines, however. And don’t climb
onto an unstable surface to get better photos.



Provide as many details as possible: If, for example, a neighbor’s tree
was neglected and fell onto your property, causing damage, be sure to tell
your carrier. If a storm caused the tree to fall, be sure to provide details
about the severity of the weather.



Be prepared to pay your deductible: If you experience a covered loss
due to a fallen tree, you will be responsible for paying the appropriate
deductible.

Your homeowners insurance, or car insurance, covers damage from a
fallen tree in many instances. But, it’s important to know when you’re
covered and when you’re not. So review your policy with our helpful
team members and ask plenty of questions about when a fallen tree is
covered by your insurance and when it isn’t.

Genie Grants A Wish ~ An insurance sales
rep, an administration clerk and their
manager are walking to lunch when they
find an antique oil lamp. They rub it and a
genie comes out in a puff of smoke. The
genie says, "I usually only grant three
wishes, so I'll give each of you just one."
"Me first! Me first!" says the admin clerk.
"I want to be in the Bahamas, driving a
speedboat, without a care in the world."
Poof! She's gone.
In astonishment, "Me next! Me next!"
says the sales rep. "I want to be in Hawaii,
relaxing on the beach with my personal
masseuse, an endless supply of piña coladas and the love of my life."
Poof! He's gone.
"Ok, you're up," the genie says to the
manager. The manager says, "I want those
two back in the office after lunch."
Moral of story: Always let your boss have
the first say.

Content provided by Safeco Insurance
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Taylor-Thomason
Insurance Brokers History
Tom Taylor, Sr. entered the insurance
business in 1937 upon joining Sunset Life
Insurance Company of Olympia, a company
founded by his father-in-law, Dr. Josiah S.
Davies. Tom Sr. was later associated with
John Hancock Life Insurance Company and
Western Life Insurance Company.
Tom Taylor, Sr. maintained his insurance
business out of his home during World War
II while working as chief expediter at Todd
Ship Yard in Tacoma. St. Paul Insurance
Company appointed Tom Sr. for property/
casualty insurance sales in 1946.
Tom Taylor, Jr. joined the company in
1965 and the company moved to a new
location on St. Helens Avenue in Tacoma in
1966.
The A. E. Long Insurance Agency was
purchased in April of 1985 and continues to
operate as a separate entity with office
located in downtown Puyallup.
Taylor Thomason Insurance Brokers
continues to operate from the 19th Street
office building in Tacoma, purchased by
Tom Sr. and Tom Jr. in 1988.
Today, Taylor-Thomason Insurance
Brokers continues to help greater Puget
Sound area individuals and businesses with
their property, casualty, life and health
insurance.

Refer your family and be rewarded
Referring your friends and family is as easy as sharing your good experience.
Think about it, when you hear of a restaurant, venue, or movie that a friend
really enjoyed, doesn’t that entice you
to want to try it too? Would you share
your experience of our office with your
friends?
What is the definition of a referral?
It’s simple. A referral is when we receive a call or email requesting an insurance proposal for coverage and pricing from someone saying you referred them to us. We
will discuss their insurance needs and offer them a proposal. We will send you a gift
because you gave us the opportunity to meet them, even if no coverage is sold.
Your friends and family can contact us by phone 253-284-7900 or 800-421-5584,
email office@ttib.net, request a proposal online at www.ttib.net or direct message
us on Twitter or Facebook.
Receive a $5 coffee card for each referral that contacts our office, up to $25 in gifts
per household annually.
A referral from you is biggest compliment we can get. For that, we Thank You.

3401 S 19th St, Ste 200
Tacoma, WA 98405
Return service requested

